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Welcome to our latest Online Safety newsletter!   

 
The online world is a wonderful place for young people to explore, with endless opportunities for 
learning and creativity. However, just like the real world there are risks and dangers our children 
should be aware of and protected from.   
 
Hence the reason for our special e-safety newsletter.  Through this we would like to share some top 
tips about how to protect your child when using technology.  As a school, we encourage the use of 
technology as an important part of our pupils’ development, but always want them to spend their 
time online safely.  
 

 

Social Media – Pros and Cons 
Social media is a big part of our day to day lives and when used correctly, can have a positive 
effect on those concerned. We enjoy reading comments from friends who share good news etc 
and, as a school, we pro-actively monitor the Internet for public postings about Upper Beeding 
Primary School. 
 

How would you feel if you read an offensive or inappropriate comment either 
about yourself or an incident that involved your child? 

 

Here are some points about posting comments on any social media platform…. 
 
Tone 
When posting a comment on social media, the tone of content should be appropriate to the 
audience. Key words to consider when composing messages are: 
• Engaging 
• Conversational 
• Informative 
• Friendly   
 
If you are upset by an incident that has happened in school regarding your child, then please 
come in and speak to their class teacher or, alternatively, Mrs Linford.  We would advise not to 
share it on social media, particularly if children are involved.  Information can be posted in the 
heat of the moment, but once they are in the public domain, they can cause great upset to 
those concerned.     
 
Use of Images 
Photographs of school events should not be posted on social media as we have children whose 
image cannot be in the public domain.  Any photos we place on our website are covered 
through our Acceptable User Policy that all parents have signed which covers their child’s 
primary school life, unless we hear otherwise.   
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With Christmas coming up, many children will be putting 
NEW GAMES 

on their Christmas lists … 
Gaming has come such a long way in a short period of time and we should never lose sight that gaming can be hugely 
beneficial for children. Games such as Minecraft, used in the right way, build on the creativity of our children and young 
people and can be very educational. But it goes without saying that there are games out there which are hugely 
attractive, but are wholly inappropriate. 
 
There are the same concerns about particular games, especially those that are rated 18. Whilst not picking on Grand 
Theft Auto, it is the one that gets the most mentions closely followed by Call of Duty, and with the newest release of Red 
Dead Redemption II that has just hit the streets in time for Christmas, it is likely that we may see issues increase. 
 
So what is the problem? Well, firstly we have to remember that age ratings on games, whether you buy them in the 
shops or download from the internet, are not recommendations, they are law. That law (PEGI) is in place in the UK for a 
good reason, and that is because the content in some games is simply not appropriate for our children, particularly when 
it is violent and/or sexual in nature. 
 
 
Games are not bad, it’s about choosing the right games that are appropriate for the age of our children. Here are some 
top tips for you to help your child keep safe when playing their games: 
 

1. Do you know the age ratings of the games your child plays? With game boxsets, look carefully to see what games 
are included. Look at the age rating, as it is illegal for a shop to sell you content that is rated 18 if they know it is 
for a child. 
 

2. Have you noticed any behavioural changes in your child? The games they are playing could be a factor in this. 
 

3. What games are they playing round their friend’s house? This is usually one of the most common concerns for 
parents, so it is worth talking to other parents about this. 
 

4. Have you got parental settings set up correctly on the Playstation, Xbox, Wii or whatever device your children 
are using? This will prevent your children downloading or playing games that are inappropriate for their age. If 
you are not sure how to do it, have a look on YouTube as there are many videos that walk you through the 
settings and are easy to follow. For example, you can search YouTube for “How to set up parental controls on 
Playstation 4.” 
 

5. Similarly, if your child is getting on at you to let them play a particular game, go onto YouTube and search the 
name of the game. There will be lots of ‘Let’s Plays’, which are basically parts of the game that are filmed for 
others to learn from, as well as for entertainment. These videos are very popular with children and young people 
to watch or make/upload these videos. 
 

6. Do you know how much time your child spends playing games on their devices? Time is an important factor. Try 
to balance online with offline activities. Also, it has been well documented that screentime before bed has a 
negative effect on sleep patterns for both children and adults. No devices an hour before bedtime is a good rule 
to keep to. Some devices also have the facility to limit ‘play time’. 
 

7. If they’re playing online, do you know who they’re talking to? Adults want to play with other adults, not children, 
and many won’t hold back on their use of choice language. Online gaming can also be a platform for children to 
be contacted inappropriately. 
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What is TikTok? 
 

Once upon a time, kids could download musical.ly, a lip-syncing app that quickly grew to have more than 200 
million users. The Chinese-based company that owns TikTok acquired musical.ly in November 2017  and 
merged them, creating the app which has a simple, user-friendly concept. Think of it as a combination of 
YouTube, Vine, and Dubsmash. 
 
TikTok users can record and share 15-second videos in which they lip sync to popular music, show off a dance 
routine, act alongside their favorite skits, or create remixes using features like slo-mo, emojis, graphics, and 
filters; there’s also a live-streaming option. 

Social Media Highlight: TIK TOK 
 

 

 

Pros:  
 There is an endless stream of entertaining content on TikTok which can be easily 

searched for using hashtags. The app is also filled with a ton of fun, colourful, and 
seasonal graphics. 

 Children who are interested in making their own videos have access to a world of 
creative inspiration, not to mention hundreds of songs and filters to choose from. 

 The social aspect is undoubtedly fun for children. In some cases, it may even make 
young children feel included, like they’re part of a unique, creative community. 

Cons: 
 The app is frenetic in nature. Short videos will play automatically as users scroll through 

their feeds. And since many of the videos also contain music, it can be loud and 
disruptive. 

 Allowing users to scroll through recommended videos is one of TikTok’s most prominent 
features. Knowing this, it’s easy for children to be exposed to content that wasn’t 
intended for them. 

 Viral “challenges” are big on TikTok. These can encourage dangerous behaviour. 

 It’s easy to see how TikTok can contribute to harmful popularity contests among 
children. Social validation in the form of collecting views, likes, comments, and shares 
can have a negative impact on children’s self-esteem.  

                                                                                                                                                                     

Don’t forget to follow our school Twitter feed where you can keep up 
to date with all the latest happenings in and out of school: 

@beedingprimary 

TikTok’s user agreement requires users to be 13+ in order to have an account. 
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USEFUL LINKS 
Created as part of Childnet’s work in the UK Safer Internet Centre, the newly published hot topic (October 2018) looks 
at Digital Wellbeing, giving guidance to parents about the impact that the online world can have on the lives of children 
and young people. 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/digital-wellbeing-%E2%80%93-guidance-
parents?fbclid=IwAR1dBrFtyAwZlBJ3bJ_r2Wt1z0SNjY4i7dwEU1vOi8oc20WFwsOhNae0kQU 
 
Many broadband providers give you access to parental controls (internet filters). These are not a replacement for good 
education and parental guidance, but can help in some circumstances: 
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parental-controls 
 
Lots of fantastic advice for parents and carers of children of all ages from Childnet. There is also lots of advice and 
guidance for setting up parental controls on games consoles, advice for mobile phones etc. 
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 
 
A huge resource for parents that lets you find out things like age-ratings, advice for particular apps that children are 
using, minimum ages, content and so much more. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 
 
One of the most useful resources for parents. Do you need to find out how to set parental controls? Need to see what 
that game is all about that your child keeps asking you for? How about setting privacy and security settings on social 
media apps, or just finding out what those apps can do and why they’re so popular? YouTube is fantastic for all of this. 
While you’re at it, find out how to use YouTube Safety Mode (it’s at the bottom of every YouTube page). 
https://www.youtube.com/ 
 

 

Teach the SMART Rules! 
   AFE Staying safe online involves being careful and thinking about whether it is safe to give 

out personal information. 
 

      EETING Meeting up with someone you have contacted in cyberspace can be 

dangerous. Only do so with your adult’s permission and when they can be present. 
 

    CCEPTING Accepting e-mails or opening files from people you don’t know can be 

dangerous – they may contain viruses or nasty messages. 
 

    ELIABLE Anyone can put anything on the Internet - remember people can lie and not 

be who they say they are in chat rooms. 
 

   ELL Tell your adult or teacher if someone or something makes you feel uncomfortable or 

worried. 
 
 

S 

M 

A 

R 

T 

If you have any concerns regarding online safety, please talk to us!   
Contact your child’s class teacher, Mr Moule (Computing Leader) or 

Mrs Linford.  
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